ldolatry Tests

Anything we love more than Jesusis an idol. Use
these simple teststo see if there are any idolsin
your life.

Tee-Shirt Test

Sometimes thetest for discovering iddatry
isas smple as reading a tee-shirt. Several years ago
someoneproduced a populbr tee-shirt line in which
the shirt read something like Qce skatingislife, the
rest isjug details.O

Wha islife for you?Wha wakesyouupin
themorning?For some people ther shirt should
read My work ismy life, therest isjus details.
While other people would be more suited with a
shirt that said, Ony children are my life, therest is
judt details.OThisis truefor many Christian parents.

As ateenage | should have worn the
GGamingislife, therest isjus detailsOshirt if |
were honest. Part of me wanted to serve Jesusbut|
was addicted to therush that gaming provided.

Thought Test

Wha do you spend your time thinking
about What are you meditating onin the silence of
acar rideor amindless task? Wha does your mind
drift to?1 would often spend hours trying to figure
outhowto beet level 8in whaever game | was
playing at thetime.

Money Test

Thewallet isagreat test for idolatry. Wha
do you spend your money on?Where your money is
your heart will beaso. | chdlengeyouto look over
your last credit or debit card bill andfigure out
where the money went. Wha did you spend your
cash on?There are several software packages tha
can easily hdp you categorize wherethemoney is
going.

Gaming can be an expengve habit. New
games can rangeupward of $50.Many youngmen
will spend more oneonecomputer game than they
will titheal month long.Many teenswould find
tha if they categorized ther purchases they would
find tha they spent more on entertainment and
clothes than jug aboutanything else. Remember
tha people can make idols of themselves.

Time Test

| once heard asermon | will never forgd.
This old man of God had planted severa churches
induding theonel attended at them time. He talked
abouthow when we are bom God gives usa
whedlbarow full of preciousgems of time. Aswe
go throughlife we have the choice of whereto put
those preciousstones.

He said tha as a youngman hetossed many
of hisjewels by thewayside Now they are log
forever. Now tha heis an old man hehas anearly
empty wheelbarrow. It took him till hehad only a
few any gems eft to realize how valuable they
were,

He encouraged usnot to waste our time but
toindead invest it in theKingdam. Tha was the
last thing | ever heard from this man of God
because hedied jug a short timelater. | think it was
thelast sermon heever gave.

We as gamers are tossing our preciousgems
to thingsthat will notlast. No oneonthear desth
bead will wish they spent more time playing Halo.
Invest in others because they will last forever.
Invest in theKingdam for it will last forever.

Conversation Test

Another way to tell where your affectionslie
isthewordsyou spesk. What doyoulike to talk
aboutwith your friends? Jug like our thoughs can
be conaumed so can ourwords Asagamer | loved
to talk aboutgames with my friends We would
retell stories to each other of great moments, great
victories, great amourts of time we spent staring at
aelectronic screen.

We all knowthose onetopic people. Tha is,
people tha only like to talk aboutonething beit
spotts, clothes, girls or games. Often whole
friendshipswill revolve aroundoneor more trivia
diversions

Identity Test

We sometimes draw a sense of identity from
ouridols. | remember asking people whom| just
met if they were agamer. If they were familiar with
tha term | knew they were like me. | knew they had



asimilar identity. As Christiansur primary source
of identity should come from our identity in Christ.

Thereisamazing power in finding onés
identity in Jesus It is often thefirst step away from
habitud sins addictionsand bad behaviors. If you
have not become a child of God throughHis Son
you will have ahard time doing His will.

Addiction Test

If additionis anythingwe don'tneed but
can't live withoutthen anything we are addicted to
isanidol. The Center for Online Addiction has the
following test onther webgte for onlinegamersto
take.
Answver "yes' or "no" to thefollowing
statements to see if you may be addicted to online
gaming:
¥ Do youneed to play onlinegames with
increasing amounts of time in order to achieve
thedesired excitement?

¥ Areyou preoccupied with gaming (thinking
aboutit when offline anticipaing your next
onlinesession)?

¥ Haveyoulied to friendsand family membersto
conceal extent of youronlinegaming?

¥ Doyoufed restlessor irritable when attempting
to cut down or stop onlinegaming?

¥ Have you maderepeated unsuccessful effortsto
control, cut back, or stop oninegaming?

¥ Do youuse gaming asaway of escaping from
problems or relieve fedingsof hd plessness,
guilt, anxiety, or depression?

¥ Haveyoujeopadized or log asignificant
relationdhip, or even risked your marriage
because of your onlinegaming habit?

¥ Haveyoujeopadized ajob, educationd, or
career oppotunity because of youronline
gaming habit?

If you answered GresOto any of these questionsit
may beagiveaway to an addiction and thereby
idolatry.
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Please send any questions comments, concernsto:

ThomasUmstattd Jr.

Blog: www.CompuChristian.com

Email: thomes@cgames.com

Address: 625E. 13" Ave
Belton, TX 76513

| am willing to spesk at any central Texas event free
of charge | am also available for counsling
regarding gaming addiction.



